
1. Refresh Overgrown or 
Outdated Plantings
Many mature properties feature plants 

that have outgrown their original design. 

Large trees or overgrown hedges can 

make your space feel claustrophobic and 

unwelcome. While you don't need to 

remove everything, thoughtful pruning 

and selective replacements can 

dramatically open up your space.

2. Improve Flow and 
Functionality
The original patio may be too small for 

gatherings, or there's no clear path 

between your home and detached 

garage. Mature properties often lack the 

layout flexibility of new builds, but 

thoughtful landscaping can create new 

flow and usability. Design elements, such 

as paver walkways and expanded patios, 

help define zones and guide movement 

throughout the yard.

3. Upgrade Irrigation and 
Drainage Systems
Outdated irrigation systems are common 

in older landscapes, resulting in water 

waste and inadequate coverage. Adding 

a modern system tailored to your current 

planting layout improves efficiency while 

conserving resources. Alongside irrigation, 

address drainage concerns. If you've 

noticed puddling or soggy areas, targeted 

drainage solutions, such as French 


drains or dry creek beds, can help 


restore balance.

4. Restore or Rebuild 
Hardscape Features
Like older houses, older gardens can have 

features that need attention. Cracked 

patio pavers, sinking steps, or tumbling 

down retaining walls are common signs 

that your yard's hardscape needs 

attention. Fortunately, an experienced 

hardscaping service can provide an 

upgrade tailored to your own home, from 

more minor refreshes like paver cleaning 

all the way up to a complete rebuild if that 

is what is needed.

5. Bring in Landscape 
Lighting for Evening Impact
Outdoor lighting enhances beauty and 

safety, especially for mature properties 

that may have more twists and turns than 

a modern yard. Use warm, low-voltage 

lighting to highlight hardscape details 

and guide you along your paths. These will 

help showcase your yard's special details 

and redefine how your landscape looks 

and feels after dark.

6. Blend New Features with 
Existing Character
One of the biggest advantages of mature 

properties is their established grandeur. 

Instead of removing everything and 

starting over, you can layer in thoughtful 

updates that honor the existing character. 

Work to retain focal points that give the 

space its charm. Even small new 

additions, like a new seating nook 

beneath an old oak, can feel intentional 

and timeless when integrated with care.

7. Incorporate Seasonal 
Maintenance and Planning
Once you have refreshed your mature 

property, you want to keep it looking its 

best with seasonal care. By working with a 

landscaping team familiar with mature 

properties, you gain peace of mind 

knowing that your space will continue to 

thrive season after season.
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